
HIND AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTE

Weed menace and nature of weed-crop
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ABSTRACT :  Of the more than 300,000 species of plants known in the world, hardly 3,000 are
of economic value to us. When one grows any of these economic species of plants, invariably,
a variety of volunteer vegetation comes up simultaneously which is competitive and undesirable.
This results into competition that is defined as the action of endeavoring to gain what another
endeavors to gain at the same time. Among plant communities each plant is in a state of
continuous competition with its neighboring plants for various growth elements, both above
and under the ground. Volumes of research into the primary elements of weed-crop competition
have drawn our concern to mineral nutrients, moisture and light. Weed-crop competition for
ground space is not usually upheld by the modern researchers.
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